
 
 

Craft Sand Contamination Update 
You may be aware of a recent alert about coloured craft sand 
products that may contain asbestos. 
There is a list of the products of concern here:   
• Educational Colours - Rainbow Sand (1.3kg)  
• Creatistics - Coloured Sand (1kg)  
• Kadink - Coloured Decorative Sand (1.3kg)  
• ACCC Product Safety Kadink Decorative sand 10g 6 pack  

At our school, we are taking the steps set out by the Department of 
Education to collect and dispose of the product. Current advice 
from national and Victorian health authorities is that there is a low 
risk to human health from these products. 
If you have the product at home, however, the advice from the 
health authorities is that you should stop using it and follow the 
safety advice published here: Safe disposal and health information 
for consumers with recalled sand products ACCC Product- Safe 
disposal and health information for consumers with recalled sand 
products | ACCC Product Safety 
Last year the Year 5/6 students participated in an I am Mindful 
Experience, and they were given a kit. Please note as part of the 
toolkit there was a container of blue coloured sand. I recommend 
that any sand included in the I Am Mindful Toolkit be disposed of 
safely following the ACCC's instructions for affected sand products. 
 
Thank You!  
We have been very fortunate to receive donations from local 
community groups recently. Thank you to Barham/Koondrook 
Lions Club who have contributed to the awards presented at 
Picnic on the Green. 
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Dates to Remember 
Term Dates 2025 
Term 4 – October 6th ~ December 19th  
 
Public Holidays 
 
School Dates to Remember 
November 18~19th – BHS Transition 
November 20th – Prep 2026 Transition 2-3:30pm 
November 27th – Prep 2026 Transition 2-3:30pm 
December 2nd – Prep 2026 Transition 9-11:30am 
December 9th – Step-Up Day & KTHS Transition 
December 11th – Picnic on the Green 
December 15th – Yr. 6 Graduation Dinner 
 
Swimming Dates 
December 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 – 1-3pm 
December 8, 10, 12 – 1-3pm 
 
Assemblies 
November 28th – Grade 4/5 to provide item 
 

Mad Science Day @ Barham 

‘Where the Pursuit of Excellence is Encouraged’ 



 

 

 

Swimming 
Our Swimming Program will commence on Monday 1st December. 
Let’s hope the weather will start to warm up! 
The program will run as follows: 
Monday 1st Dec, Tuesday 2nd Dec, Wednesday 3rd Dec, Thursday 4th 
Dec, Friday 5th Dec, Monday 8th Dec, Wednesday 10th Dec, Thursday 
11th Dec and Friday 12th Dec. 
Session 1 - 1:00-1:30pm Year Prep/1 and Year 5/6 
Session 2 - 1:30-2:00pm Year 1/2 
Session 3 - 2:00-2:30pm Year 2/3 
Session 4 - 2:30-3:00pm Year 4/5 
During these 2 weeks we will eat lunch at the first break and then have 
their snacks later in the day. You may need to pack a little extra food as 
the children can get hungry after swimming. 
Students will change into their bathers at school and will then travel to 
the pool by bus, leaving 15minutes before their lesson. After their lesson 
they will change back into their school clothes and then return to school. 
Students will need their bathers, a rashie (a rashie/t-shirt must be worn), 
towel, suncream and a sturdy bag to put their wet bathers in after 
swimming. It would be great if students have goggles that they can wear 
during their lessons. (Please make sure students have their names on 
EVERYTHING including goggles) 
The cost of swimming entry is $4.00 per day and $2.50 per day for the 
bus which is $58.50 for the 9 days. This amount has been deducted from 
School Savings Bonus or CSEF credits if you have any left, otherwise 
payment is required. 
If you are a member of the Koondrook Pool, please let us know your 
membership number and the pool entry fee will then be deducted. 
Accounts will be sent home next week with the remaining balance of the 
School Savings Bonus highlighted. 
 
Transition Dates   
December 9th – Step-Up Day, all students, including Prep 2026, Year 6 
students going to KTHS and KCCS will attend those schools. 
 
Prep 2026 Transition Dates 
November 20th – 2pm to 3:30pm – Bring hat and water bottle  
November 27th – 2pm to 3:30pm – bring hat and water bottle  
December 2nd – 9am to 11:30am – bring hat, water bottle and fruit snack 
and recess snack.  
December 9th – Step-Up Day, 9am to 2:30pm – bring hat, water bottle, 
fruit snack, recess snack and lunch. 
 
2026 School Captains 
On Monday 1st December, a group of Year 5 students will be 
nominating themselves for the role of School Captain.  
The process involves writing and sharing a speech to the students and an 
interview with the current school captains, Mr Morris and Miss 
Bradford. The 2026 school captains will be announced at Picnic on the 
Green. It requires a lot of courage for students to nominate themselves 
for these types of roles – we wish them all the best! 
 
Assembly  
Our next Assembly is on Friday 28th November. Year 4/5 will be 
presenting the item. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Sport - T 20 Cricket 
Max, Jimmy, Flynn, Archie, Pippa and Willow played Regional 
T 20 cricket in Swan Hill last Friday. The combined teams were 
made up with other children from Gunbower, Murrabit and St 
Joseph’s Kerang. Schools came from as far as Mildura, Echuca 
and Bendigo to compete. 
Our Koondrook children were once again sensational 
ambassadors for our school displaying excellent enthusiasm and 
sportsmanship. The boys faced strong competition from: Nichols 
Point – Mildura, St Mary’s - Echuca & St Theresa’s - Bendigo. 
They didn’t manage a win but played some great cricket. The 
girls had convincing wins against St Mary’s - Robinvale & 
Rochester but were beaten by St Francis of the Fields - Bendigo, 
which meant they missed out on playing in the final.  St Francis 
of the Fields were the overall winners, so we were unlucky they 
were on our side of the draw. An outstanding effort considering it 
was their first time playing together! 
 
Picnic on the Green  
This year’s Picnic on the Green will be held on Thursday 11th 
December. For our new families, Picnic on the Green is a get-
together on the lawns at school to celebrate the year. Year 6 
awards are announced, and each class will do some type of 
performance. The School Captains for the next year are also 
announced.  It starts at 6:30pm on Thursday 11th December, with 
student performances commencing at 7:00pm. Families are 
encouraged to bring picnic rugs and/or chairs to sit on whilst 
enjoying the evening. Families are welcome to bring along a 
picnic dinner as well. Our fundraising committee will be running 
a Hamper Raffle on the night. Thank you to the local businesses 
who have made donations. Tickets will be on sale on the night at 
$2 each or 3 for $5. Please note that tickets will only be able to be 
purchased by cash. 
 
Curriculum Day 
There will be no school for students on Thursday 18th December. 
This gives staff time to prepare for the next year. 
 
Holiday Watering Roster 
Every year, over the summer holidays we need volunteers to help 
with watering the gardens and pots. Usually, if enough people 
help, it’s only for a couple of days. If you think you would be able 
to help with watering over the holidays, could you please send 
Amanda a message or let the school know, including any dates 
you will/won’t be available. A roster will then be made up and 
sent home. 
 
Year 5/6 Camp 2026 
Next Year the Year 5/6 students will be attending Cottage by the 
Sea for their Cluster Camp with students from Gunbower, 
Murrabit and Leitchville. The camp will be from Monday 23rd 
March to Friday 27th March. This camp is heavily subsidised by 
Cottage by the Sea and their donation program and will cost 
approximately $160 per student. Final cost will be known when 
we have student numbers. 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

  

AT KPS
WELLBEING

AT KPS
WELLBEING

We’re now in Week 7, and students are beginning to shift their thinking toward
the transition into new classes, schools, teachers, and peers. This week, our

focus has been on continuing discussions around resilience and how it
supports us during times of change. We have revisited our ‘Building Blocks’
resilience strategy, which reminds students to work through steps to solve

small challenges independently before seeking help from an adult.
In addition, our SRC representatives have explored our recent SWPBS data

and shared insights with their classes. They have collected student feedback
on what is working well and how we can continue supporting everyone to
meet expectations. One key success identified by students has been the

consistent use of brain breaks, which have helped them stay focused, calm,
and ready to learn.

Through these learning experiences, students are practising resilience,
reflection, and positive communication as they prepare for the final weeks of

the school year.

FORTNIGHT SNAPSHOT

Over the past fortnight, students have been focusing on our school
value of Resilience, alongside Responsibility and Respect. Through

class discussions and activities, we have explored how being resilient
means trying our best, being okay with making mistakes, and using

positive self-talk to keep going when learning feels challenging.
Students have also revisited expectations such as raising hands to
speak and working independently, and how these behaviours help

create a calm, respectful, and fair classroom environment for
everyone.

We would also like to celebrate our most recent class token winners:
P/1 and 4/5. Their consistent effort in showing our school values has
been recognised, and we look forward to seeing all classes continue
building resilience and positive learning habits in the coming weeks.



 

 

 

 

Positive, or ‘good’ mental health can look so
different from person to person. There are different

ways that we can look after our mental health;
looking after our bodies, our minds, our feelings,
and our friendships. Below is a simple checklist to

ensure we’re looking after our bodies, with
checklists for the others coming over the next few

weeks.

    I eat healthy food every day 
      I drink plenty of water 

   I get enough sleep each night 
   I get some exercise or play outside 

      I take time to relax and rest 

POSITIVE MENTAL HEALTH
Y

our paragraph text

Over the past several
weeks, students have
been learning about
consent and how to
interact safely and

respectfully with others.
They have explored how

to give and ask for
consent, why boundaries

matter, and what
harassment can look or
feel like. Students have

also discussed the roles of
bystanders and

upstanders, and how
speaking up or seeking
help can support others.
Through these lessons,
students are building

confidence, respect, and
positive communication

skills.



 

 

 

 
  
CONTACT: 
Koondrook Primary School                                           Phone – 03 54532428                                 Website: koondrookps.vic.edu.au 
Murray Parade Koondrook,                                             Fax – 03 54531147                            E-mail:  koondrook.ps@education.vic.gov.au  
PO Box 8, Koondrook, 3580 
 

 Child Safety - Koondrook Primary School is committed to Child safety. The safety and wellbeing of our students is a primary concern. We 
want children to be safe, happy and empowered. We support and respect all children, as well as our staff and volunteers. We have zero 

tolerance of child abuse, and all allegations and safety concerns will be treated very seriously and consistently with our robust policies and 
procedures. To ensure the safety and best interests of all students, we take into account the needs of those with an Aboriginal or Torres 

Strait Islander heritage and those from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds. 
 

 

      November 
7th – Jassie   
10th – Mahli 
14th – Mrs Gleeson 
15th – Jimmy 
17th – Lucas  
18th – Danielle    
21st – Hunter 
22nd – Jordan 
 

Parent Payment Policy 2026  
School Council have looked at the policy and decided to keep the 
contribution at $160 per student for 2026. These funds are used to 
purchase stationery for students to use, digital platform apps and 
programs, MARC and MACC van supplies and materials for use in 
the classroom. Payments can be made at the start of the 2026 school 
year. The policy can be found on the school website at:   
https://www.koondrookps.vic.edu.au/wp-
content/uploads/2025/11/Parent-Payments-2026.pdf  
 
Amanda Bradford 
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PARENT PAYMENTS POLICY  
ONE PAGE OVERVIEW 

 

FREE INSTRUCTION 
• Schools provide students with free instruction and ensure students have free access 

to all items, activities and services that are used by the school to fulfil the 
requirements of the Curriculum. This includes the Victorian Curriculum F-10, the 
Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) and the Victorian Pathways Certificate. 

• Schools may invite parents to make a financial contribution to support the school. 

 

 

PARENT PAYMENT REQUESTS 
Schools can request contributions from parents under three categories:  

Curriculum Contributions 

Voluntary financial 
contributions for 
curriculum items and 
activities which the school 
deems necessary for 
students to learn the 
Curriculum. 

Other  
Contributions 

Voluntary financial 
contributions for non-
curriculum items and 
activities that relate to the 
school’s functions and 
objectives. 

Extra-Curricular Items 
and Activities 

Items and activities that 
enhance or broaden the 
schooling experience of 
students and are above 
and beyond what the 
school provides for free to 
deliver the Curriculum. 
These are provided on a 
user-pays basis. 

• Schools may also invite parents to supply or purchase educational items to use and 
own (e.g. textbooks, stationery, digital devices). 

 

 

FINANCIAL HELP FOR FAMILIES 
• Schools put in place financial hardship arrangements to support families who 

cannot pay for items or activities so that their child doesn’t miss out. 

• Schools have a nominated parent payment contact person(s) that parents can have 
a confidential discussion with regarding financial hardship arrangements. 

 

 

SCHOOL PROCESSES 
• Schools must obtain school council approval for their parent payment arrangements 

and publish all requests and communications for each year level on their school 
website for transparency. 

 

 


