
 
 

Cottage by the Sea Camp 
Last week the Year 5/6 students had the privilege to attend Cottage 
by The Sea. By all reports it was an amazing camp and the staff at 
the camp really looked after the students and provided many unique 
experiences.  
Thank you to Mrs Lake, Mr Monaghan and Mrs Bartels for giving 
up the week with their families to accompany the students on camp. 
 
Easter Raffle  
We are holding an Easter Raffle again this year. Could all families 
please donate an Easter Egg or something similar for the school 
raffle. Raffle tickets have been sent home with the children. Tickets 
are $1 each and both sides of the booklet need to be sold please.  
The raffle will be drawn on the last day of Term 1, Thursday 28th 
March. If you would like additional raffle books please see Karen. 
 
 
School Council Elections  
After calling for nominations, the following parents have been 
appointed to School Council: Parent Representatives – Jess McNeil, 
Mandy Brennan, Seamus McKinley and Emily Wood. The Staff 
Representatives are Frith Selleck and Karen Naismith. They will join 
our current members, Diesel Laursen, Cindy Puddick, Steve Ralston, 
Alanna Green, Jude Warren and Amanda Bradford.  
 
School Council  
The next meeting of the School Council is on Monday 18th March at 
6:30pm in the Year 5/6 classroom. This will be our Annual General 
Meeting followed by our normal monthly meeting.  
 
 
 
 
 

Principal’s Report 

Koondrook Primary School 

KPS: Respect, Responsibility, Resilience 
 

 

 Issue no: 4 

Koondrook Primary School respectfully acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land 
on which we stand. We pay respects to the Barapa Barapa Elders past, present and future. 

 

 March 13th, 2024 
 

   

Dates to Remember 

Term Dates 2024 
Term 1 ~ January 30th – March 28th  
Term 2 ~ April 15th – June 28th  
Term 3 ~ July 15th – September 20th  
Term 4 ~ October 7th – December 20th  
 
Public Holidays 
April 25th – ANZAC Day 
June 10th – King’s Birthday 
November 5th – Melbourne Cup 
 
School Dates to Remember 
March 13th ~ 18th – NAPLAN, Yrs. 3 & 5 
March 18th – School Council Meeting 
March 28th – Easter Raffle Drawn 
March 28th – Food Fight 
March 28th – Last Day Term 1 
April 15th – First Day Term 2 
 
Assemblies 
March 22nd – Grade 4/5 to do the item  

Well done swimmers! 

Assembly 
Our next assembly will be on Friday 22nd 
March on the BV at 3:00pm. Year 4/5 will 
be presenting the item. Juliet will also be 

cutting her hair for blood cancer. 
 



 

 

 

Regional Swimming 
Yesterday Gus, Adeline, Zavier, Ted, Willow and Stella 
participated in the Regional Swimming Carnival in Swan Hill. The 
results were: 
Adeline - 4th Butterfly, 2nd Medley Relay 
Gus - 4th Freestyle, 2nd Freestyle Relay 
Ted - 2nd Freestyle Relay 
Zavier - 2nd Freestyle Relay 
Willow - 3rd Freestyle Relay 
Stella - 3rd Freestyle Relay 
Congratulations to all on a great effort in swimming! Some reports 
on the day are below. 
 
Swimming 
On the 12th of March I went to the Regional Championships for 
swimming at Swan Hill. I was in the 9-10year old Freestyle Relay. 
My team was Lola, Jess, Willow and I. Lola came from Cohuna, 
Jess came from Gunbower and Willow and I come from Koondrook 
PS. 
I was a bit nervous before the race. Jess swam first, then Lola, 
me and Willow was last. It was a pretty close race and we came 
third and received a bronze medal. It was an amazing experience 
and I hope I can do it again next year. 
 
By Stella 
 
On Tuesday the 12th of March I competed at the Regional 
Swimming Championships in Swan Hill. I competed in the 12-
13year old girls Butterfly as well as the open age girls Medley 
Relay. I came 4th in the Butterfly and our relay team came 2nd. 
It was a great experience and I had a lot of fun. 
 
By Adeline   
 
Yesterday Gus, Ted, Evan and I went to Swan Hill to compete in the 
Freestyle Relay event at the Regional Championships. It was really 
challenging going up against teams who train a lot and put a lot of 
work in. But I am really happy to have come home with a silver medal, 
and share this experience with some great mates. 
Gus being the quickest in the team also meant he swam in his own 
individual race and came 4th. Great effort Gus! 
 
By Zavier 
 
Last Day Term 1  
Thursday 28th March is the last day of Term 1. School will finish 
early on that day at 1:35pm. School resumes for Term 2 on 
Monday 15th April.  
 
Food Fight 
On the last day of term, we are holding a food fight. This is a fun, 
messy activity to help raise funds for Foodbank. No actual food is 
used in the food fight, just colourful substitutes. Please see the flyer 
in this newsletter for more information. 
 
Amanda Bradford 
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Jules’ Big Cut 
Juliet is raising money for Blood Cancer. She has 
decided to cut off her long hair and donate it. This will 
be happening at our next assembly on March 22nd. 
Students can come to school in casual clothes on this 
day with a gold coin donation. If you would like to 
donate to Juliet’s cause, you can follow the link below: 
https://secure.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/registrant/
FundraisingPage.aspx?RegistrationID=901685 
 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Cottage by the Sea Camp 
Last week the grade five and six children from Koondrook, 
Murrabit and Gunbower primary schools went to Cottage by 
the Sea in Queenscliff. We had a great time and we got lots 
of gifts. Brax and Charlie celebrated their 11th birthday on 
Thursday and we were so surprised when the camp 
organisers gave them a cake and presents. We did a lot of 
activities! They were swimming, boogie boarding, hiking, 
fishing on charter boat, beach combing and so many more 
fun things. There were three groups. My group caught lots of 
fish and found lots of sea glass at Bowen Heads. I had a 
wonderful time and I got lots of sleep even though there 
were twenty-five girls in our dormitory. It was definitely the 
best camp I have been on. 
By Charlotte 
 
It was a five-hour trip and it was so long that it even got 
painful! But finally, we got there! We took our luggage to 
our dormitory and we set up our beds. A few people 
went into a smaller room because there weren’t enough 
beds in the boys’ dormitory. 
On our first day of activities, we made massive sand 
kingdoms. It was so much fun. Then we started walking 
on a path and found a WW2 bunker. After having pizza 
for dinner, we had a shower and watched half of 
Jumanji then went to bed. 
On our second day of camp, we went boogie boarding 
but first we had to put on our wet suits. They were hard 
to put on, as they were brand new, but when we got 
them on we walked over to the sea with a boogie 
board in our hand. We rushed into the water, when we 
found a good spot. We were only allowed to swim in the 
flags up to our waist. After swimming we made our way 
to the lighthouse at Point Lonsdale. We ran around the 
lighthouse three times and put our hands on a brick, and 
made a wish because that’s what we were told to do! 
But sadly, my wish still hasn’t come true! After dinner we 
had some free time and then we had showers and 
watched the rest of Jumanji and played some board 
games. Then we eventually went to sleep. 
On our last day of activities we went swimming. We used 
the wetsuits again and they were a lot easier to put on. 
We got to jump in some rock pools. After we came out 
of the rockpools we went swimming. It was so fun. Sam, 
our leader, hit the ball to us and we had to try and 
catch it. We then went fishing on a charter boat in Port 
Phillip Bay. It was fun trying to catch flathead. I caught 
11 fish but I was only able to keep 4. We also went rock 
pooling. We found heaps of sea glass and I even found 
the rarest type of sea glass which was a bluish colour. 
We found lots of crabs. I picked some up. They were 
always bitting me but it didn’t hurt. We came back and 
had a shower and played games for the rest of the day 
then we went to bed. On Friday we came back home. I 
rated it a 10/10. I recommend going if you get the 
opportunity. 
By Max 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 
  

CONTACT: 
Koondrook Primary School                                           Phone – 03 54532428                                 Website: koondrookps.vic.edu.au 
Murray Parade Koondrook,                                             Fax – 03 54531147                            E-mail:  koondrook.ps@education.vic.gov.au  
PO Box 8, Koondrook, 3580 
 

 

March 
5th – Karen  
7th – Braxton W 
   – Charlie Forster 
10th – Lilah  
11th – Ms Selleck 
15th – Huxley 
       – Mason 
16th – Seth  
19th – Jaymes 
       – Sarah 
22nd – Mandy 
23rd – Braxton M 
 
 
 
 

28th – Lukas M 
29th – Brylee 
30th – Levi 
   – Mrs Bartels 
 

 

It’s the messiest, 
funnest way to help 
raise funds to feed 

those in need! 
Who doesn’t love the idea of a Food Fight? Here’s 
the chance for your school to engage in the 
naughtiest way yet* to boost school spirit and help 
raise vital funds for Foodbank Victoria. 
 
*No ACTUAL food will be harmed in the making of 
this event. 
 
Foodbank Victoria is proud to present this unique 
active way for your students to get real messy. 
It’s just like a school colour fun run, but so much 
more fun. There are fake foods to piff, slime to 
slosh and even shaving cream pies. All whilst 
running around like mad to keep kids active and 
engaged. Just like most fundraisers, students will 
be encouraged to get family and friends to 
sponsor this crazy active day and funds raised 
will go to Foodbank Victoria so we can continue 
to feed the 57,000 people in need we support 
EVERY day. 
 

Foodbank is currently feeding 57,000 
Victorians in need every day and we’d love 
your help to keep going. 
 
 

 
 

When: Thursday March 28th  
 
Why? – We are raising money for Food 
Bank to help people in need 
 
More Information: To register and find 
out more information please see: 

https://foodfight.com.au 


