
 
 

Billy Tea Bush Band 
We are hoping all the school community will put on their dancing 
shoes and join us on Thursday night for a picnic tea and Bush Dance 
from 6:00pm - 7:30pm. Families can bring a picnic tea and eat from 
6pm – 6:30pm. The dancing will be from 6:30pm – 7:30pm. 
 The band will be working with the children on Thursday, teaching 
them some dances. Just a reminder that there is a $10 charge for the 
students for this incursion. Thank you to everyone who has already 
sent in the payment in a green envelope or have paid it online. 
 
Swimming 
We will be swimming on Friday 17th February and we will also be 
making up a swimming day on Wednesday 22nd February. Please 
make sure children have their bathers, t-shirt/rashie, towel and 
sunscreen. 
 
Zone Swimming   
Yesterday we had eleven students compete in the Kerang District 
Schools Zone Swimming Trials. Tommy B, Charlie T, Breeze, Gus 
R, Zavier, Adeline, Zander and Frida have made it through to the 
Mallee Zone Trials. Well done everyone! A great effort from all the 
students. The Mallee Zone Swimming Trials are to be held in Swan 
Hill on Monday 20th February. Thank you to the parents who helped 
with the transport of students, the taking of photos and supporting 
them during the day.   
 
Prep Speech Screening 
On Tuesday 28th February the speech Pathologist from the Swan Hill 
School Support Office will be attending Koondrook to conduct Prep 
Screening. Please make sure you have returned permission notes. 
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 Issue no: 2 

Koondrook Primary School respectfully acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land 
on which we stand. We pay respects to the Barapa Barapa Elders past, present and future. 
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Dates to Remember 
Term Dates 2023 
Term 1 ~ January 30th – April 6th  
Term 2 ~ April 24th – June 23rd  
Term 3 ~ July 10th – September 15th 
Term 4 ~ October 2nd – December 20th  
 
Public Holidays 
March 13th – Labour Day 
April 25th – ANZAC Day 
June 12th – King’s Birthday 
November 7th – Melbourne Cup 
 
School Dates to Remember 
February 16th – Billy Tea Bush Dance 
February 17th – Swimming 
February 20th – School Council Meeting 
February 22nd - Swimming 
February 24th – Cluster Swimming Sports 
March 15th ~ 17th – NAPLAN Yrs. 3 & 5 
 
Assemblies 
March 3rd – Yr. 1/2 providing the Item 
March 17th – Yr. 4/5 providing the Item 
March 31st – Yr. 2/3 providing the Item 

School Council 
The next School Council Meeting will be held on Monday 20th February at 7:30pm in the Year 4/5 classroom. 

 

Swimming Trials 



 

 

 

Murray Plains Cluster Swimming Sports  
On Friday 24th February we are having our annual Cluster Swimming 
Sports with Gunbower, Murrabit and Leitchville Primary Schools. 
This is an all-day event starting at 9:45am and finishing around 
2.30pm. We will be setting up at 7:30am and we would really 
appreciate any help. We have organised a bus to take the students to 
the pool. At the end of the day students may go home with their 
parents once the teachers have signed them out. It is a very social day 
and a great opportunity to meet our new families. Students need to 
make sure they have bathers, towel, t-shirt/rashie, sun screen, water, 
snacks and lunch. We will take their school hats. It is compulsory that 
all students wear a t-shirt/rashie when they are not swimming in a 
race. The kiosk will not be open. We will need parents to help with 
judging, please see Leigh or Amanda if you are able to help out. 
 
Thank You 
Thank You Jess and Nigel McNeil for removing the large logs in 
front of the new Preschool for firewood. 
 
Help Required 
We would like help with putting some metal shelving together and 
then to Dynabolt them to the brick wall outside. These will be used to 
store the sports equipment. If anyone can help us please contact 
Amanda. 
 
Bus Travellers   
Children who travel on the bus to and/or from school need to bring a 
note for their teacher if they are not going to be on the bus or are 
going home with friends. It is essential that we know how, or where, 
your children are going home. Time is wasted looking for children 
who are not on the bus when we haven’t been informed. If it’s a last-
minute decision, could parents/carers please wait for your children at 
the bus stop so they can be marked off the roll accordingly. Your 
cooperation in this matter will be greatly appreciated. Thank you to 
the families who already do this. 
 
Assembly 
The next Assembly will be held on Friday 3rd March at 3:00pm. 
After our last Assembly we had people say that they didn’t know it 
was on. It was advertised on the newsletter, which is posted on our 
Koondrook Primary School Facebook page, it is also uploaded to our 
website: koondrookps.vic.edu.au and, it is emailed to families unless 
they prefer a paper copy. There was also a reminder put on Facebook. 
We send out our Newsletter fortnightly. If you would really prefer a 
paper copy please let Amanda know via text message or note. 
 
Working with Children Checks   
There are often activities and excursions where we rely on parent 
help. As you are aware, in order to help out with any activities, all 
volunteers must have a current Working with Children Check. It is 
free to get one and you can apply online or go to the Post Office and 
apply there. They do take several weeks to process, so now is the 
perfect time to get one if you would like to help out this year. If you 
are unsure how to go about it please make time to see Amanda for 
help. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

New Wellbeing Counsellor 
Hi I'm Rianna!  
I'm excited to be able to support the Koondrook Primary 
School community as the Wellbeing Counsellor, two 
days per week, on a Tuesday and Wednesday. 
  I'm looking forward to supporting students, parents and 
staff members in promoting safe and resilient kids, with a 
therapeutic approach. This includes providing support 
and education around mental health issues such as 
anxiety, what it is and how to manage it. 
  A bit about my background: I'm a qualified Counsellor. 
I’ve been empowering and supporting children and 
families for over 10 years in the community sector, in a 
number of different roles.  
  If you would like to have a chat about how we can best 
support your child's needs, please don't hesitate to contact 
me by phoning the school. 
 
School Councillors  
I would like to thank the current members of School 
Council for their contribution to Koondrook Primary 
School. Each year half of the School Council need to 
reapply. This year Sarah Turvey, Michael Reid and Steve 
Ralston are completing their term.  We have 3 parent 
vacancies for a 2-year term. We will be looking for 
current members to renominate or other members of the 
school community to nominate for School Council. 
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints 
and have valuable skills that can help shape the direction 
of the school. Those parents who become active on a 
school council find their involvement satisfying in itself 
and may also find that their children feel a greater sense 
of belonging. If you would be interested in being part of 
our School Council please see Amanda for further 
information.  
 
School Contributions in 2023 
School Council have decided to keep Parent Payments 
for 2023 at $160 per student. Many schools have 
introduced book lists that parents need to supply as well 
as subject contributions and 1 to 1 learning devices such 
as iPads/computers. It has been many years since we 
have raised the amount we ask parents to pay.  
A copy of the 2023 Parent payment policy will be placed 
on the website. We hope that parents will make this 
contribution and we won’t need to change the way we 
provide resources for our students. Thank you to the 
families who have already made the contribution. 
 
KPS Local Excursion Consent Forms 
Today the Local Excursion Consent Forms (yellow) have 
been sent home with students. Could these be filled out 
and returned to school please. They are for consent to 
take the students on local excursions only, like to Apex 
Park or the Cricket Oval etc. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 
  
CONTACT: 
Koondrook Primary School                                           Phone – 03 54532428                                 Website: koondrookps.vic.edu.au 
Murray Parade Koondrook,                                            Fax – 03 54531147                            E-mail:  koondrook.ps@education.vic.gov.au  
PO Box 8, Koondrook, 3580 
 

Mallee Zone Swimming Monday 20th February 
SWAN HILL SWIMMING POOL Monash Drive Swan Hill  
Official Programme 2023  
ORDER OF EVENTS  
Please note the times are approximate only. Children must be at the 
pool 30 minutes prior to the event. Marshalling starts at 10am.  
 
All Races are 50 metres ALL RACES ARE FINALS (NO HEATS)  
10:15am 10-years Girls Freestyle + (9-10 years Girls Multi-Class)  
10:20am 11-years Girls Freestyle + (11-years Girls Multi-Class  
10:25am 12-13-years Girls Freestyle + (12-13 years Girls Multi-
Class)  
10:30am 10-years Boys Freestyle +(9-10 years Boys Multi-Class)  
10:35am 11-years Boys Freestyle + (11-years Boys Multi-Class)  
10:40am 12-13-years Boys Freestyle + (12-13 years Boys Multi-
Class)  
10:50am 10-years Girls Backstroke + (9-10 years Girls Multi-Class)  
10:55am 11-years Girls Backstroke + (11-years Girls Multi-Class)  
11.00am 12-13-years Girls Backstroke + (12-13 years Girls Multi-
Class)  
11.05am 10-years Boys Backstroke + (9-10 years Boys Multi-Class)  
11:10am 11-years Boys Backstroke + (11-years Boys Multi-Class)  
11.15am 12-13-years Boys Backstroke + (12-13 years Boys Multi-
Class)  
11:25am 10-years Girls Breaststroke + (9-10 years Girls Multi-Class)  
11:30am 11-years Girls Breaststroke + (11-years Girls Multi-Class) 
11.35am 12-13-years Girls Breaststroke + (12-13 years Girls Multi-
Class)  
11.40am 10-years Boys Breaststroke + (9-10 years Boys Multi-Class)  
11:45am 11-years Boys Breaststroke + (11-years Boys Multi-Class)  
11.50am 12-13 years Boys Breaststroke + (12-13 years Boys Multi-
Class)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.00pm day concludes 
 
Every Day Counts – School Attendance  
We all want our students to get a great education, and the building 
blocks for this begin with students coming to school every day. 
Missing school can have a major impact on a child’s learning.  
Coming to school every day is vital, but if for any reason your child 
must miss school, there are things we can do together to ensure they 
don’t fall behind or miss out on reaching their true potential, such as 
speaking with the classroom teacher and finding out what work your 
child needs to do to catch up. If your child is reluctant to come to 
school, talk to the teacher about this so that you can come up with a 
plan of how to manage this together.    
 

Butterfly Finals 
12.10pm 50 metres  
9-10-years Girls  
11-years Girls  
12-13-years Girls  
9-10-years Boys  
11-years Boys  
12-13-years Boys  
 

Relay Finals  
12.45pm 4 x 50 metres  
9-10-years Girls  
11-years Girls  
12-13-years Girls  
9-10-years Boys/Mixed  
11-years Boys/Mixed  
12-13-years 
Boys/Mixed  
 

Medley Relay 
1.30pm 4 x 50 
metres  
Open Girls  
Open Boys/Mixed  
 

MACC News Term 1 2023 
Hello everyone, it’s great to be back in the 
Art Van revisiting familiar faces and meeting 
new ones across the Cluster.  
Just a quick reminder that all students will 
need a smock for Art to protect their 
clothing from paints, glues and other messy 
materials. Please make sure smocks are 
labelled with your child’s name. Some 
parents have even sewn or ironed a patch 
on to make bought smocks more distinctive. 
This helps when taking them out of the tub 
at the start of each lesson. 
This term we will be working on a 
collaborative project (We All Swim 
Together) as a whole school display, 
followed by Portraiture. We will try again to 
run the Grade 5/6 excursion to the Bendigo 
Art Gallery this term as it was unfortunately 
postponed due to the floods last year. 
I look forward to seeing lots of wonderful 
artworks this year! 
 
Ms. Sally Bentley 
Murray Plains MACC 
Art Teacher 
 
 Koondrook Primary School

Value of the Week

Term One Week Three

 Respect

This week we are learning about Resilience - 
what does this mean and how do we display 
resilience inside and outside the classroom.

What do we see when people are being resilient?

What should we be hearing?

How does being resilient make us and others feel?

Responsibility Resilience

nm

Resilience

Amanda Bradford 


