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Koondrook Primary School respectfully acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land
on which we stand. We pay respects to the Barapa Barapa Elders past, present and future.

Koondrook Primary School
KPS: Respect, Responsibility, Resilience
February 26 th , 2020

Principal’s Report
Foundation/Prep Students

A reminder to all families of Prep students that this week is the last
Wednesday off for them. Next week will be the first full week of school
for Prep students.
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Parent Teacher Interviews

At Koondrook Primary, Parent Teacher Interviews are conducted
twice a year. Our first Parent Teacher Interviews are scheduled for
Thursday 19th March from 2:00pm. During the afternoon, the students
will participate in Tabloid Sports run by Mr McLaren and the Year 6
students. Attached to the newsletter is a preference form for you to
complete and return to school. We will try to allocate your preferred
time.

SMART Spelling Training for Teachers

On Friday our teachers participated in the SMART Spelling training
course in Melbourne. It was a fantastic day and all the staff agreed it
was informative, simple and a systematic approach to the teaching of
spelling!
SMART Spelling is an approach to teach spelling and there is a clear
Foundation – six scope and sequence. Teachers start by teaching the
meaning of words to expand vocabulary and then break words into
syllables, sounds and letter patterns (graphs, digraphs and trigraphs)
following a simple routine that is in the SMART Spelling course.
Students will have their own spelling list which will include words
from their own writing as well as the words from their class list. I am
excited to see how SMART spelling will be applied across the school
and to watch our students’ confidence in spelling grow!
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Dates to remember
Term Dates 2020

Term 1 ~ January 29th – March 27th
Term 2 ~ April 14th – June 26th
Term 3 ~ July 13th – September 18th
Term 4 ~ October 5th – December 18th

Public Holidays

March 9th – Labour Day
June 8th – Queen’s Birthday
November 3rd – Melbourne Cup

School Dates to Remember

February 28th – Cluster Swimming Sports
March 16th~18th – Year 5/6 Cluster Camp
March 19th – Parent/Teacher Interviews

Assemblies

March 20th – 1/2 R Hosting

Monday 9th March is Victorian Labour Day. There will be no school as this is a Public Holiday.

STOP, DR

MARC Library News

The children have been learning about fire safety in Library.
What to do if there is a house fire (Get down low and go, go,
go!) and Stop! Drop and Roll if their clothing is on fire. What
number to call in an emergency and what to say to the
emergency responders on the phone. It was surprising the
number of children who don’t know their actual address. It
would be a good idea to discuss your families fire plan and what
to do in an emergency. Please help your children to remember
their address as you never know when they might need to make
an emergency call.
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Cluster Swimming Sports

INTS

Don’t forget our Cluster Swimming Sports are on this Friday
28th February at the Koondrook Pool. We will be competing
against our Mallee Plains Cluster schools - Gunbower,
Leitchville and Murrabit. Children will need to make sure they
have their bathers on and to bring lunch, snacks, water bottles,
towel and sunscreen. Students need to make sure they have a tshirt or rashie to wear while not in the pool. We will take their
school hats. The swimming starts at 10am so if students are
coming by car they need to be at the pool no later than 9:45am.
If students go home with parents/carers from the pool they will
need to see Amanda Bradford to sign out. The canteen will be
open during the day. Parents will need to pay the pool entry fee.
We have already collected the pool entry for the students.
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Monday Lunches from Koondrook Cafe

On Mondays the children may order lunch from the Koondrook
General Store. Orders need to be made directly with the store
by 9am and payment needs to accompany the order.
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Cluster Melbourne Urban Camp

There are only a couple of weeks before the Year 5/6 students
will be heading off to Melbourne for the Cluster Urban Camp.
The final cost of the camp is $265. This needs to be paid before
the students attend camp. The students may take $25 spending
money.
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Zone Swimming in Swan Hill

On Monday Eve, Riley, Max and Ella competed in
Swan Hill in the Mallee Zone Swimming Trials. They
had a great day competing and Ella and Eve
made it through to the next level, Loddon Mallee
Region, on the 19th of March 2020. Ella came 1st in
the Breaststroke and Eve came 1st in the relay. Well
done to all swimmers and good luck to the girls
who made it through, now they go back to Swan
Hill.
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By Ella W
Book2 Club
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The Book Club orders are due back before Wednesday 11th March.
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5/6 Class News

So far, we have had a great year. We have settled in well to our
makeshift classroom. We have been learning maths, writing,
spelling, and a language contract on the novel Sun on the Stubble.
The 5/6’s have the Cluster Urban Camp in Melbourne on the 16th
to the 18th of March. We are all looking forward to that.
The Grade 6’s are learning about Peer Mediation.
We have our Cluster Swimming Carnival this week on Friday the
28th of February. We wish everyone good luck!
The grade 6’s and Mr Monaghan have come up with an idea to
change up the KPS house names. The names we have chosen are:
Yellow is now Gannawarra, Green is now Murray, Red is now
Campbell and Blue is now Guttrum. All are local names from the
area. A red gum shield will be made as a swimming trophy. The
house with the most points will win it. This will become a new
tradition for KPS houses.
By Ella W
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CONTACT:
Koondrook Primary School
Murray Parade Koondrook,
PO Box 8, Koondrook, 3580
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Phone – 03 54532428
Fax – 03 54531147

Website: koondrookps.vic.edu.au
E-mail: koondrook.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

