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Principal’s Report
Prep 2020 Transition

On Wednesday, Preps for 2020 will hold their first transition activity.
We haven’t finalised staffing for 2020 yet, however Miss Altimari is
likely to be teaching Prep in 2020. On Wednesday Miss Altimari and
Mrs Lake will run the transition activities in the Year 1/2 classroom.
The first day will start at 9:00am and conclude at 11:30am. The
children need to bring a fruit snack, morning tea and a water bottle.

School Community Calendar

It’s that time of the year again when we need help with our major
fundraiser, the Community Calendar.
Mrs Ficken does 99% of the work for this one, all we need is families to
add dates to the calendar and a bit of help at the end of the year to
distribute the calendars to the businesses.
Attached to last week’s newsletter was a form if you would like to add
a date or meeting to the calendar. Please fill in and send back to school
promptly with payment.
Calendar entries are $1.50 per entry and need to be in no later than
24th October (this Thursday).

Golf

A number of students in Years 4/5/6 will have the opportunity to
participate in a golf day in Kerang on Friday 25th October. The children
will be travelling with their parents/carers and need to be at the Kerang
Golf Course by 9:45am for briefing, with a 10:00am hit off. The
children need to take morning tea, lunch if you don’t want a sausage
and water bottle. I hope they have a great day playing golf and maybe
even get a hole in one! Children may wear casual clothes but no singlet
tops. They need to remember to take their hat and apply sunscreen.
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Dates to remember
Term Dates 2019

Term 4 ~ October 7th – December 20th

Public Holidays

November 5th – Melbourne Cup

School Dates to Remember

October 23rd – Prep 2020 Transition
October 28th – Yr. 6 KTHS Transition for
Enrolled Students
November 1st – Quantum Excursion Years
3/4/5/6
November 4th – Curriculum Day
November 15th – T20 Cricket, Yr. 5/6 at
Kerang
November 25th – Golf at Kerang (Selected
Students)

Assemblies

October 25th – P/1 Hosting
November 8th - Yr. 5/6 Hosting
November 22nd - Yr. 1/2 Hosting
Assembly
December 6th - Yr. 3/4 Hosting
th
th
-3:00pm.
Yr.6 Hosting very last one
On Friday 25 October the Prep/1 class will be hosting theDecember
assembly13at

Cricket

On Friday 15th November, our Grade 5 and 6 students will be
participating in a T20 cricket tournament in Kerang. Although
this is a competition, it is a fun and inclusive event aimed at
giving all students the opportunity to play a modified game of
cricket, even if they have never played the game before. The
students will travel to Kerang by bus.
Please complete and return the green permission envelope by
Friday 8th November. The cost of this excursion is $5.00.

Kerang Tech High School Transition

On Monday 28th October the Year 6 students who are enrolled
to attend Kerang Tech High School in 2020 will participate in a
transition day. Students can catch the bus into Kerang from the
Old Koondrook Post Office. They will need a bus pass which I
will organise this week. The bus departs at 7:50am and returns
at 4:15pm.

MACC Term 4 2019

Just a reminder for students in grades Foundation/Prep to
Grade 4 to bring a clean, dry, empty plastic drink bottle for Art.
They can be the 600ml size, but no bigger than 1.25 litres. These
will be needed for next week please.
Thank you again for your help.
Ms Bentley

Year 3/4/5/6 Quantum Excursion

On Friday 1st November, Year 3/4/5/6 students will be up nice
and early to catch the bus to Quantum. The children need to be
at school by 5:30am as the bus must be departed by 5:45am at
the latest. Children need to bring along enough food for
morning snack, lunch and afternoon tea. They need to take a
drink bottle of water as well (enough for the whole day). They
may like to bring their pillow for the bus trip. The children will
need to wear their school uniform. We hope to be home by
6:30pm. If your child suffers from travel sickness please let the
teachers know and consider giving them a travel sickness tablet.
You will need to give the teachers permission to give the child one for the
journey home.

Public Holiday and Curriculum Day

There will be no school on the 5th November as this day has
been declared a Public Holiday for the Melbourne Cup by the
Gannawarra Shire and Monday 4th is a Curriculum Day.

Koondrook Mates Hotel Raffle

It is the school’s turn for the raffle this Friday. The Ralston,
Bull-Forster, Parsons and McNeil families are on duty.
Amanda Bradford

Book2 Club

Book Club orders need to be returned before October 24th.

PORTSEA CAMP 2020
The 2020 Portsea Camp will be held
Monday 2nd – Monday 9th January 2020
For children aged 9-12 years.

A week by the sea enjoying summer activities
Application forms available at the
Gannawarra Library Service
Kerang ~ Quambatook
Cohuna ~ Leitchville
For More information please email
Email:kerangportseagroup@gmail.com
Closes: 9th Nov 2019 (Unless extended)
Inclusive cost $390
Support available for eligible families
Residing in the Gannawarra, Wakool and Loddon Shires

Quantum Quotes
I liked watching the movies on the bus.
Jayden
We learnt about the 5 senses. Charlie

I liked the smelling and tasting
experiments. Hunter
I liked everything. Renee

I liked the bus ride and I didn’t even go to
sleep. Max
I liked making the ears. Indigo M
I liked the tasting experiment. Evie
I liked the jumping beans and when
we raced them. Kai
I liked listening to the photosynthesis
song. Harry
I liked making the Mexican jumping
beans. Eddie

I liked the Mexican jumping beans. Tyran
I liked racing the Mexican jumping beans.
Bella

I liked the Mexican jumping beans. It’s so cool
how they jumped around. Juliet

Quantum Melbourne Excursion

It was a blurry eyed start to the day on Friday as we boarded
the bus in the dark! The kids were amazed to watch the sunrise
on the way! A quick stop at Marong for morning tea and coffee
for the teachers (thank you Carolyn!) and we were off again.
As we got to the outskirts of Melbourne we looked out to see a
huge passenger plane coming in to land, so low we thought it
was going to land on the bus! We arrived and then we split into
our class groups and started our first session. The P/1 group
were learning about the 5 senses. The first experiment was to
put a shape puzzle together while being blindfolded. The
students had to feel the puzzle shapes to guess where they
went. Some children were surprisingly good at it! After a quick
snack we came in and learnt about our ears, the different parts
and how we hear sounds, and then made an ear out of craft
materials. After lunch the P/1’s did some taste and smell
experiments which were very interesting!
Karen Naismith
Last week the P/1/2’s went to Quantum. It was a long trip. It
took 3 hours to get there so we watched some movies on the
bus. When we got there, we made Mexican Jumping Beans.
Then we raced our Mexican Jumping beans. Skye’s bean kept
winning because it was the smallest. That’s because the
marble didn’t have to go far. Then we learnt about
photosynthesis, there was even a song for photosynthesis. It
was FUN!!!
Zavier Dean
On the 18th of October, which was last Friday and Ted’s
birthday, we went to Quantum in Melbourne. Quantum is a
place we get to do science and also a school. We made
Mexican Jumping Beans out of foil and a marble. We raced
them as a team and had to hypothesis which one was
fastest. I thought the shortest because it wouldn’t take as
long for the marble to help it stand up. The races’ happened
in the theatre where we watched the cool video of
photosynthesis. Photosynthesis is what plants need to live a
happy and healthy life. It absorbs sunlight and makes it into
sugar. Then we hopped on the bus and went back to school.
On the way we watched some movies, they were about a
donkey helping to deliver baby Jesus and a Grinch trying to
steal Christmas from the Who’s.

Adeline Martin

On the 18th of October we went to Quantum, it was a long
trip. We went on the bus and we made jumping beans. We
learnt about photosynthesis. We got a tool that measured the
sun, the light and the dirt wetness. We stopped at Marong so I
could go to Bendigo and the Grade 1/2s went to the show.

Gus Robertson

On Friday the 18th of October our class went to Quantum to learn
science. Gypsy and Jaxon were away. We made life cycles and
Mexican Jumping Beans. We also learnt about how much sun and
water plants need. Lincoln Taylor
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CONTACT:
Koondrook Primary School
Murray Parade Koondrook,
PO Box 8, Koondrook, 3580

Phone – 03 54532428
Fax – 03 54531147

4

Website: koondrookps.vic.edu.au
E-mail: koondrook.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

For more tips: https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/development/social-emotionaldevelopment/independence-in-teens

It is good for your child’s self-esteem to be taken seriously. Even if you don’t agree with
your child’s opinions all the time, it is important to at least give them the space to express
them. This not only builds their independent thinking skills but it means they will feel
comfortable seeking your input in future tasks.

3. Respect your child’s feelings and opinions

Teach your child to use a problem solving approach to a task that looks at different
options, brainstorming what to do if things don’t go to plan and giving your child feedback
on how they go at the task. This can help your child to understand why they do a task a
certain way and have them thinking about consequences to actions.

2. Help your child develop decision-making skills

Break bigger tasks down into manageable size parts. For example instead of walking from
home to school, drop them off close to the school so they can build up their confidence
walking to school before they walk the whole way to school.

1. Create cut down versions

A big part of parenting is teaching children and teens to be independent while still keeping
them safe. Below are three tips to help you nurture your child’s independence.

Small steps to developing independence in kids and teens

